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There are 3 levels of Paddle Award: Different safety training courses for different types of water. Paddlesport Activity Assistant. Voluntary supporting role.
Paddle Start General Paddling: Foundation Safety and Rescue Training
Paddle Discover Man-made courses: Stadium Safety and Rescue Training
Paddle Explore Advanced Surf Safety and Rescue Training Foundation Support Modules.

White Water Safety and Rescue Training Coaching Young Paddlers
Advanced White Water Safety and Rescue Training Coaching The Mind

Different navigation courses for different types of water. Canoe Coach (Sheltered Water) Fundamental Padlesport Skills
Coastal Navigation and Tidal Planning Kayak Coach (SW) Fundamentals of Movement in Paddlesport

Canoe Award Open Water Navigation and Tidal Planning Canoe and Kayak Coach (SW) Fitness for Paddlesport
Canoe Progressive Canoe Award Freestyle Coach Mentoring for Paddlesport Coaches

Advanced Canoe Award Polo Coach Outdoor Education and Paddlesport
Flat Water Freestyle Award Yes  (Leader and Raft Guide Awards from 2021) No Racing Coach Introduction to Paddle-ability

Freestyle Freestyle Award Slalom Coach Performance Planning for Paddlesport Coaches
Advanced Freestyle Award Some Leadership Awards require Safety Training. Wild Water Coach Strength and Conditioning
Polo Explore Award Bell Boat Helm Open Water Canoe Coach (Moderate Water) Swimming Pools and Paddlesport

Polo Polo Perform Award Paddlesport Leader Open Water Canoe Coach (Advanced Water)
Polo Excel Award Paddlesport Touring Leader Sea Kayak Coach (MW) Intermediate Support Modules.
Racing Explore Award Canoe Open Water Leader Sea Kayak Coach (AW) Coaching The Mind

Racing Racing Perform Award Advanced Canoe Open Water Leader Stand Up Paddleboard Open Water Coach (MW) Optimising Fitness and Performance (Part 1)
Racing Excel Award Canoe White Water Leader Stand Up Paddleboard Race Coach (MW) Optimising Fitness and Performance (Part 2)
Flat Water Raft Racing Advanced Canoe White Water Leader Stand Up Paddleboard Sheltered Water Coach (SW) Paddle-ability

Rafting Stadium Raft Racing Stadium White Water Leader Stand Up Paddleboard White Water Coach (MW)
River Raft Racing Sea Kayak Leader (non-tidal and tidal) Surf Kayak Coach (MW) Disciple Support Modules.
Sea Kayak Award Advanced Sea Kayak Leader (non-tidal and tidal) Surf Kayak Coach (AW) Freestyle Support Module

Sea Kayak Coastal Sea Kayak Award Stand Up Paddleboard Inland Open Water Leader White Water Canoe Coach (MW) Marathon Racing Support Module
Advanced Sea Kayak Award Stand Up Paddleboard Coastal Leader White Water Canoe Coach (AW) Polo Support Module
Slalom Explore Award Surf Kayak Leader White Water Kayak Coach (MW) Slalom Support Module

Slalom Slalom Perform Award Advanced Surf Kayak Leader White Water Kayak Coach (AW) Sprint Racing Support Module
Slalom Excel Award White Water Leader Stand Up Paddleboard Support Module
SUP Sheltered Water Award Advanced White Water Leader Wild Water Racing Support Module
SUP White Water Award
SUP Paddle Surf Award Stadium Raft Guide Coaching Diploma. 2 year University course
Surf Kayak Award Raft Guide (Grade 2)

Surf Kayak Progressive Surf Kayak Award Raft Guide (Grade 3) Do you want to complete additional 
Advanced Surf Kayak Award River Trip Leader (Grade 3) coaching support modules?
Touring Award Raft Guide (Grade 4) No                                              Yes

Touring Open Water Touring Award River Trip Leader (Grade 4)
Multi Day Touring Award
White Water Award No Yes
Progressive White Water Award
Advanced White Water Award
Wild Water Racing Explore Award
Wild Water Racing Perform Award
Wild Water Racing Excel Award

Are you new to Paddlesport?

Yes

Enjoy your paddling     Enjoy your paddling

Do you want to do more British Canoeing Awards?

Performance Coach Award. This award is for holders of 
the Coach Award, and available in 21 disciplines, with the 
exception of Canoe and Kayak Coach (SW)

Coach Award. Core Coach Training then 22 options of 
Discipline Specific Training. Safety and Leadership Awards 
will be required for some awards.

Paddlesport Instructor Award. To safely deliver 'taster' 
sessions. 2 days combined training and assessment.

Guide Endorsement. A scheme for Leaders who work in the 
Adventure Tourism market, giving access to training and 
forums for sharing good practice with other Guides. There 
are additional fees to remain an endorsed Guide.

Do you want to learn how to rescue other paddlers and navigate?

Do you want to develop your personal paddling performance by gaining British Canoeing Awards?

British Canoeing Awards Flow Chart

Created by Derek Burdett, Senior Outdoor Technician, University of Derby, August 2020.

There are 3 levels of Personal Performance Award in 
12 categories. There is no requirement to hold a 
lower level award before gaining a higher one.

Stand Up 
Paddleboard 

(SUP)

White Water

Wild Water 
Racing

Do you want to Instruct or Coach?

Do you want to lead or guide other paddlers on trips?


